
 

 

July 24th, 2022 
25th of Tammuz, 5782 
 
To: 
Attorney General of Israel Gali Baharav-Miara 
State Attorney Amit Isman 
 
Re: Inappropriate Intervention by Senior Healthcare Officials to Dismiss Mr. 
Alon Beer from his Position as CEO of a Public Benefit Corporation 
 
We, the members of The Israeli Public Emergency Council For The COVID-19 Crisis 
(PECC), a voluntary organization whose members include about 30 of the top 
physicians and scientists in Israel, including five Hospital Administrators, two Former 
Directors General of the Ministry of Health, a former Health Maintenance 
Organization Director, Laureates of both the Nobel Prize and the Israel Prize, the 
President of a University, and Department Heads, are reaching out to you to express 
our grave concern about a new precedent that we have witnessed recently: Public 
servants have teamed up with politicians in calling for and acting toward the dismissal 
of an individual due to criticism he voiced towards them as a private citizen. 
 
We call on you, as those who stand at the head of institutions entrusted with the rule 
of law, proper governance, and the preservation of fundamental rights, to make your 
voice heard on an issue that sets a dangerous precedent for anti-democratic processes 
that undermine fundamental rights and principles in Israel, first and foremost, the 
freedom of expression. 
 
In March 2022, Mr. Alon Beer was elected to the position of CEO of a Public Benefit 
Corporation (PBC) from among hundreds of candidates. Two and a half months later, 
the Director General of the Ministry of Health, the Chair of the Israel Medical 
Association and Knesset Member Idit Silman wrote to the Minister of Diaspora 
Affairs, the Director General of his Ministry and to the Jewish Agency, demanding 
the dismissal of Mr. Beer due to past statements in which he criticized the conduct of 
the heads of the Ministry of Health. 
 
It should be pointed outout that Mr. Beer’s words of criticism, although harsh, were 
voiced by him as a private person, and in the context of a conversation he conducted 
in various groups on social networks. Furthermore, his words were written at a time in 
which the heads of the Ministry of Health themselves, as well as their spokespersons 
and messengers, issued defamatory, offensive and divisive calls against those who did 
not go along with their positions and decisions regarding the COVID-19 crisis. 
 



 

 

The heads of the healthcare system used harsh terms with problematic connotations 
against those who opposed their opinions. For example, the head of the Public Health 
Services, Dr. Sharon Alroy-Preis, called scientists and physicians who opposed the 
lockdowns "COVID deniers." Prof. Galia Rahav from the Sheba Medical Center used 
the horrific term "parasites" to describe those who did not get vaccinated against 
COVID-19. Prof. Gabi Barbash called for "imposing a lockdown" on the 
unvaccinated. Prof. Yehuda Adler called the children a "ticking time-bomb." Prof. 
Gili Regev-Yochay from the Sheba Medical Centre defined the PECC as "a 
dangerous entity." The Prime Minister at the time, Naftali Bennett, depicted the 
unvaccinated as those who "go around spraying machine-gun fire." Minister Nachman 
Shai said "those who are not vaccinated cannot take part in the general conduct of 
society." Dr. Meir Price, an employee of Clalit Health Services, defined the PECC as 
"agents of chaos" and called the Director of the Oncology Institute at Assaf Harofeh 
Medical Center, Dr. Raya Leibowitz, "pathetic." And these are just a few examples. 
 
Following the demand of the heads of the Ministry of Health and the Israel Medical 
Association to fire Mr. Beer, an unprecedented smear campaign against him began in 
various media outlets, and his employers invited him to a hearing prior to dismissal. 
 
At the end of the day, following discussion and in light of the atmosphere that had 
been created, Mr. Beer decided to announce his resignation from his position as CEO 
of the corporation. 
 
As is well known, Freedom of Expression is one of the cornerstones of any viable 
democratic society. The meaning of Freedom of Speech is the recognition that every 
person has the right to express their opinion freely, as long as there is no violation of 
the law. What State Attorney Adv. Isman said, among other things, at a recent Israel 
Bar Association conference is highly relevant to this matter: 
 

"The social media networks, i.e. the modern market square, are a central 
platform for criticism. The discourse on social networks is often a harsh 
discourse, a discourse that some occasionally define as violent discourse. 
And yet, this discourse is also very important as part of freedom of 
expression and part of being a democratic country that sees freedom of 
expression as a fundamental right of the utmost importance... A strong 
democracy must be able to handle this kind of discourse as well, provided 
of course that the statements do not clearly and distinctly cross into the 
realm of criminal offense..." 

 



 

 

Indeed, in these powerful and unequivocal words, the State Attorney outlined the 
guiding principles regarding freedom of expression and the importance of preserving 
it. 
 
It is certain that the demand of public officials, however senior they may be, to bring 
about the dismissal of a person and cause him the loss of his source of livelihood, and 
resulting in him being slandered and defamed in public, only because of criticism he 
voiced towards them publicly, is incompatible with freedom of expression (as is clear 
from your words quoted above) and constitutes the crossing of a red line that cannot 
be ignored. 
 
Acquiescence to this conduct, or treating it as acceptable and legitimate, may create a 
new world of concepts, with traits of McCarthyism, in which ordinary citizens would 
be afraid to express themselves freely and voice their opinion and criticism about 
public servants. Given your commitment and responsibility to the rule of law, we are 
certain that there is no need to further detail the dangers inherent in this matter. 
 
Therefore, and in accordance with the above, we, senior physicians, scientists, 
academics and legal experts, consider the conduct of the heads of the health system in 
the case of Alon Beer a red light that requires your response. 
 
In our opinion, the sequence of events as detailed above and the extremely dangerous 
precedent that arises from it require intervention and a clear statement on the part of 
the judicial system and those at its head. 
 
Based on the words of the State Attorney and your commitment to maintaining 
freedom of expression, we are confident that our request will receive the attention and 
actions required. 
 
We would be grateful to receive your response to this letter as soon as possible. 
 
Regards, 
PECC Members: 
Prof. Eti Einhorn, Prof. Asher Elhayany, Prof. Shoshy Altuvia, Prof. Elian Alkrinawi, 
Dr. Ron Babecoff, Dr. Orna Blondheim, Prof. Zvi Bentwich, Prof. Mira Barak, Prof. 
Dov Golan, Prof. Zvika Granot, Dr. Zeev Dgani, Prof. Gilad Haran, Dr. Michal Hemo 
Lotem, Dr. Yoav Yehezkelli, Prof. Emerita Rivka Carmi, Prof. Asa Kasher, Prof. 
Amnon Lahad, Prof. Retsef Levi, Prof. Michael Levitt, Dr. Michael Miro, Prof. 
Lechaim Naggan, Prof. Israel Silman, Dr. Yifat Abdi-Kork, Prof. Bruria Adini, Prof. 
Udi Qimron, Dr. Dotan Rousso, Prof. Eyal Shahar, Dr. Amir Shachar, Prof. Mordechai 
Shani, Dr. Guy Shinar. 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 


